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EQUITY ENTREPRENEUR CENTER

We are a Business in the Business of helping
Businesses do Business
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Our Mission

Help E2C help Businesses!
Disrupt inequities to grow sustainable Make a Donation today!
businesses.
Our Vision (] e ]
Under-resourced small businesses are e

thriving and competing.

Comprehensive Business & Access to Capital, Class
m Cohort 6 coming September 2025.
- For more Information Visit:
—_—
e WWW.equityentrepreneur.center
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members, Sponsors, and Distinguished Guests, On behalf of the Black
Chamber of Commerce of Palm Beach County, it is my honor to extend a warm
welcome to each and every one of you attending the 13th Annual Ascension Awards.

Tonight, we gather to recognize and applaud the exceptional businesses and business professionals who have ascended to
greatness in their in the respective fields. The Ascension Awards serve as a testament to the relentless pursuit of excellence within
our community, and we are privileged to have such remarkable individuals among us. Congratulations to all of tonight’s finalists.
Your hard work and commitment to our community is evident by the members who nominated you all.

Thank you to our partners and sponsors whose generous support has made this event possible. Your commitment to our vision of
fostering economic growth within Palm Beach County, is truly commendable.

As we celebrate the achievements of tonight’s honorees, take a moment to congratulate them and thank them for their dedication,
grit, hard work and purpose. For they all have made their own unique impact on Palm Beach County.

| extend my warmest gratitude to the Ascension Awards Committee, Black Chamber members, volunteers, Young Professionals and
my fellow Board Members. You all are key to driving our mission of advancing the economic interest of our members through
advocacy, education, information sharing and resource brokering to maximize their success.

Sincerely,
Keely Gideon-Taylor, President
Black Chamber of Commerce of Palm Beach County
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PROGRAM

OPENING REMARKS
Christopher B. Smith

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE TRIBUTE
The King’s Academy Quartet Band

INVOCATION

Terrion Nelson
Executive Pastor, Transforming Grace Ministries

OPENING REMARKS

Tania Roger, News Anchor
WPBT, Channel 5, NBC Affiliate
Ascension Awards Committee

BLACK CHAMBER WELCOME

Joseph Sanches, Immediate Past President
Board of Directors, Black Chamber of Commerce of PBC

¥¥%%% DINNER IS SERVED *****

INSTALLATION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025

Judge Bradley G. Harper
The fifteenth Judicial Court

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Andy Henriquez

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
The King's Academy Quartet Band

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS

Jervonte Edmonds, President-Elect
Black Chamber of Commerce of Palm Beach County

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Black Chamber of Commerce of Palm Beach County

CLOSING REMARK
Keely Gideon-Taylor, President
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PRODUCTION SPONSOR
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MEDIA SPONSORS

@ @ The Palm Beach Post /JOEBO

HEY, SANDY! * Lo C a I I Q OFFICE OF EQUAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

PR & COMMUNICATIONS

+ PBCBlack Business Investment Corporation  « Car Accident Referral Services » Comerica Bank

« CORE Construction « ECF Engineering Consultants « Fix My Flyer

+ Florida Atlantic University + College of Engineering & Computer Science  + Florida Power & Light

« Gunster Law » Hotwire Communications « Impact the Palm Beaches

« LaFrance Trust « Office of Diversity in Business Practices, « School District of Palm Beach County

+Valley Bank »Young Men of Distinction

TABLE SPONSORS |

+ Andy Henriques - BDS Catering & Event Productions « Car Accident Referral Services
» Comcast » Comerica Bank « Cornerstone Solutions
« (ORE Construction « ECF Consultants « FAU, College of Engineering and Computer Science
« Fix My Flyer « Florida Power & Light « Grapeseeker
- Gunster - Hotwire Communications « Hubbard Radio

« Impact the Palm Beaches « LaFrance Trust/ Talented Teen Club + LB Limited

+ Palm Beach County Black Business  « Palm Beach County Office of Equal Business Opportunity « Romance Outside The Box

Investment Corporation « School District of Palm Beach County « Sojourners with Healing Hearts
« Suits For Seniors « The Palm Beach Post «Valley Bank
«Young Men of Distinction « Young Professionals BCCPBC

JX_ SPECIAL THAN

+The Gideon Family « LaFrance Trust «The Talented Teen Club "'"
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~MENU o~

APPETIZERS

Green & Red Oak Lettuce & Frisee
Mandarin Oranges, Goat Cheese
Dried Cranberries, Watermelon Radish
Champagne Vinaigrette

g DUET ENTREE %

Beef Medallions, Rosemary Red Wine Sauce
Salmon Filet, Champagne Sauce
Roasted Rosemary Red Bliss Potato
Asparagus and Yellow Patty Pan Sunburst

VEGETARIAN ENTREE

Vegetable Root Cake stacked on top of Portobello Mushroom
Yellow Squash & Zucchini topped with White Rice
Tomato Coulis
Sweet Potato Souffle’

GO

Powered hy -Soph1sfi_ca;é& out Loud




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Keely Gideon-Taylor

President The Palm Beach Post

Jervonte Edmonds

President-Elect Representative, Florida House District 88
Suits for Seniors

Dominique Ricketts

Treasurer KWM Consultants, LLC

Kenyon Link

Secretary Community Partners of South Florida

Joseph Sanches

Immediate Past President School District of Palm Beach County

Paul Nunnally

Chair Emeritus Meridian Point Consulting
Verdenia Baker

Honorary Member Palm Beach County Administration
Leontyne Brown

salt513 Media Group

Shauna Fennell Hawkins

ECF Engineering Consultants

Frank Hayden

City of West Palm Beach

William Hatcher

Hatcher Construction

Clive Henry

CPA Cleveland Ivy, LLC

Bruce Lewis

L.B. Limited & Associates, Inc

Katrina Long Robinson

Cornerstone Solutions

Freda Lucas

PNCBank

Mark Parks

CPA Preveer, Downtown West Palm Beach
Dr. Deeawn Roundtree

Roundtree Training & Consulting
Grasford Smith, Esq.

Akerman, LLP

Pamela Stewart

Palm Beach County, Black Business Investment Corporation
Thais R. Sullivan

Valley Bank

Shayla N. Waldon, Esq.

Marketing Chair, Waldon Law Firm

Jasmine Govan
Chair Florida Power & Light Company
Dr. Rob Auguste

Vice Chair All Pro Rehab

Hope Campbell, Esq.

Hope Legacy Law Firm

John Carpenter

Secretary Florida Atlantic University
Dr. LaToya Benjamin

Events Chair, Eli Lily Company
Fayelily Photography

Allyse Carter

(PA Tax Accountant

Carlton Jones

Membership Chair Divine Wall Murals
Megan Jones

Divine Wall Murals

Lottie Moise

MSW Community Partners of South Florida
Brittany Shabazz

Blazin Crown Foundation

ASCENSION AWARDS COMMITTEE
Keely Gideon-Taylor
Chair The Palm Beach Post
DaJaun Alphonse
NPCFinancial
Katrina Blackmon
Unity3 Palm Beach, LLC
Aneesha Hanif
Neesha’s Finest Fashions, Inc.
Charity Lewis
City of West Palm Beach, Community Engagement
Letitia Ruffin
The Afri-Touch, LLC
Allana Stroop
Jovan Code, Inc.
Tracy Thomas
Stellar Marketing & Business Solutions
Tessie Watts
The Leadership Haven Resource Center LLC
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Advancing the economic interests of
Black and minority-owned businesses
in Palm Beach County.

The Palm Beach Post

Is proud to support

BLACK CHAMBER
IIF ﬂﬂMMEHGE of Palm Beach County
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EQUITY ENTREPRENEUR CENTER

Creating a collaborative system of
continuous Black Entrepreneurs Support
The Equity Entrepreneur Center is an established 501-c3 founded in 2021 and is
the sister organization to the Black Chamber of Commerce

Mission: Disrupt inequities to grow sustainable businesses.
Vision: Under-resourced small businesses are thriving and competing successfully.
Who Do We Serve: Under-resourced, established small businesses ready to scale.

Board of Directors
Christine Roberts, Chair, CEOQ, Intention Enterprises, LLC
Jamie-Lee Bradshaw, Vice Chair, Chief Strateqy Officer, Community Partners
Dominique Ricketts, Treasurer, KWM Consultants, LLC
Indira Doorgasinsh, Comerica Bank
Arturo Flores, CIBC Bank
Keely Gideon-Taylor, The Palm Beach Post
Sharifa Green, Deputy Executive Director
Bruce Lewis, LB Limited & Associates, Founder, Interim Executive Direct

W o
g i”‘ YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

-
-y
4 R M

a'.lj” I: The Young Professionals of the Black Chamber of Commerce is an elite professional

== organization with focus on personal development, career aptitude, and brokering

y ' meaningful relationships. It is our mission to offer engaging and exclusive events,
mentoring, and access to networking opportunities for leaders ages 25 — 39.

] Black Chamber of Commerce of Palm Be:
X
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'MISTRESS OF CEREMON

Tania Rogers
Co-anchor WPTV NewsChannel 5

Tania Rogers co-anchors the WPTV NewsChannel 5 newscast at 5:30pm and the WFLX
Fox 29 10pm newscast. She also reports on stories that impact the community.

She's lived in different cities. She's was born in New York where she spent part of her
childhood years, then in Panama, Central America, then Florida.

She volunteers with her church's youth group where she mentors teen girls, and serves
on hersstation's Diversity Committee where she was a co-leader. She's volunteered with
local organizations, including with Hospice and Student Aces, a high school mentoring
program. Tania is married with two kids and one dog.

=
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Chris B.Williams
Author &
Motivational Speaker

As a positive energy coach, motivational speaker, serial
entrepreneur, mentor, and athlete, Chris B. Williams
captivates with an optimistic outlook on life. Whether
working with teens, college students, athletes,
organizations or anyone seeking inspiration, he engages
and elevates everyone he encounters. Chris travels the
world and speaks to groups all across the globe. His
signature offering within his personal development
programs is the highly interactive and most requested
training: How to use Positive Energy to Change Your
Mindset, Be More Productive and Achieve

Ultimate Success!

sssssssssssssssss
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Sojourners with Healing Hearts Inc., a grassroots nonprofit established in 2006
to provide women of colorthroughout Palm Beach County with Breast Cancer
support and education. We work to raise awareness and provide resources
through our Early Detection Program. Our ability to assist women in need of
financial support is made possible by contributions, gifts, or sponsorships. We

have a support group that creates a safe space for healthy dialogue between
SOJ Ourners Wlth our Advanced Practice Registered Nurses and Survivors. Our mission is to make

H ea | N 8 H earts a difference, by preventing Breast Cancer — One woman at a time.

Young Men of Distinction (YMOD) is a mentoring organization based in Palm

I,‘%w\ﬂe Beach County, FL, dedicated to empowering young menages 7-18. Founded in
DISTINCTION 2019, YMOD provides holistic support, focusing on personal development,

_J sl Ob leadership, academic success, and cultural enrichment. Through workshops,
y mentorship programs, and community engagement, YMOD helps young men
Waters build strong character, critical thinking skills, and prepare for post-secondary
education and future careers. YMOD is committed to fostering a generation of

Founder & confident, responsible leaders who contribute positively to their communities

International Author and succeed in life. Its programs have impacted hundreds of lives, shaping

Sha’s Community Initiatives is committed to serving its community as Shene-
tria has served her country. Sha’s has two niche products focusing on the
veteran’s community, through its All-Things Veterans initiatives and minority
males through Project 12.

Shenetﬂ d All Things Veterans uncovered needs in the minority veteran community and
Moore created a platform to resolve them. Annual comprehensive symposiums are
. hosted four to five times a year throughout the county bringing together
CEO & President VA-approved vendors and department heads from the VA, a hot lunch and
open panel discussion. Project 12 is an initiative that highlights positive Black

males leadership encouraging the next generation of men.

‘\({\ The Seven Hillz Productions Foundation (SHPF) is dedicated to empowering
students of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) pursuing
careers in film and entertainment. Our mission is to provide educational

PRODUCTIONS FOUNDATION opportunities, resources, and scholarships to aspiring filmmakers, fostering

Bl’elon Moses diversity, equity, and inclusion within the industry.
¥ GEC
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Anay

Henriguez
Master Storyteller & Author

Andy Henriquez, also known as the "Master Storyteller"
and founder of the Master Storyteller Academy, is a
business storytelling coach, keynote speaker and author
of the game changing book, Show Up For Your Life. A
sought-after speaker, Andy has been featured in the
Huffington Post, Black Enterprise, Entrepreneur
Magazine and has made several national television
appearances. Andy trains corporations, non-profit
organizations, and entrepreneurs how to Unlock the
Power of Story to elevate their brand, build greater
connection and increase revenue. Some of his past clients
include Office Depot Foundation, Accenture, Pratt &
Whitney, NASA and Bacardi to name a few. Whether
standing on stage and captivating an audience or
conducting workshops and trainings, Andy is known for
transforming audiences. When he's not on stage, Andy
loves spending time with his wife Casandra and his
daughter Ava Skye.

s | L
SOPHISTICATED OUT LOUD
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to all of the Ascension Awards Nominees & Recipients
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CHRISSPEAK

As a positive energy coach, motivational speaker, serial
entrepreneur, mentor, and  athlete, Chris B. Williams
captivates with an optimistic outlook on life. Whether
working with teens, college students, athletes,
organizations or anyone seeking inspiration, he engages
and elevates everyone he encounters.

Chris travels the world and speaks to groups all across the
globe. His signature offering within his personal
development programs is the highly interactive and most
requested training.

How to use Positive Energy to Change Your Mindset,
Be More Productive and Achieve Ultimate Success!

"Positivity is a powerful force regardless of your
circumstance, through thinking positive and creating
positive energy for yourself, you can ultimately change
your life."

- Chris B. Williams, Positive Energy Coach

SERVICES AVAILABLE:

- Keynote Speaker - Mentor
- Facilitator - Coach
« Advisor « Leader

_ | T T
TE
You #

Lt

TO BOOK CHRIS FOR YOUR EVENT f

CONTACT SANDY COLLIER AT SANDY@HEYSANDYPR.COM
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D estynee Destynee Turner-Fields, LDO, is an accomplished optician with overa decade of
expertise in the optical industry. Starting as a lab technician in 2012, she
Tu rner- F| e|ds quickly developed a passion for eye care, earning her optician’s license the
following year. Destynee is the owner of The Optical Experience, where she
LDO offers personalized eyewear solutions and telehealth services. Her approach
focuses on providing one-on-one consultations to ensure each client receives
curated vision care tailored to their needs. With extensive knowledge in
optical management and eye health, she is dedicated to enhancing vision and

client satisfaction through innovative, personalized services.

Ray “Quasi” Nelson, a West Palm Beach native and 2015 graduate of Florida
' y g

§'YN ERGY A&M University, is a multifaceted artist and entrepreneur. Quasi moved to Los

usrwoﬂl‘ Angeles to pursue a career in music and entertainment and has showcased his

\ versatility as a musician, producer, actor, and social media host for the NAACP

mage Awards. His career highlights include touring with artists ranging from

ay UaS| Image Awards. Hi highlights includ ing with arti ging f

The Legendary Count Basie Orchestra to Kehlani, producer credits for the likes

N@lSOI’] of A-Boogie wit da Hoodie, Drake and Jon Batiste, achieving RIAA Diamond

Founder & CEO producer certification as well as his first Billboard #1. With four GRAMMY

nominations, Quasi’s true influence shines through his community work with

The Synergy The Synergy Network, a non-profit he founded in 2015 to empower the next

Network generation of music creatives and leaders.

Jasm | ne Jasmine Govan is a passionate and dedicated change agent in Palm Beach
County, driven by her commitment to community service and STEM advocacy.

Gova N At Florida Power & Light Company, she manages programs that introduce K-12
3 : students to coding, robotics, drones, and more, shaping the future workforce.
Ommumty Her efforts have successfully connected numerous FPL initiatives with local
Relations schools, leaders, and community stakeholders, reflecting her deep investment
Speci alist in enhancing student knowledge and exposure.
!

NextEra EHQI’SY/ FPL Jasmine also gives back through mentoring, consulting, and volunteering
with various local and national organizations, often holding leadership
positions. Her impact is further evidenced by the community programs she
has developed through sponsorship and stewardship initiatives. Jasmine’s
unwavering commitment to civic engagement makes her a role model in her
community.



Congratulations to all of the Ascension Awards Nommees & Rec1p1ents
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CREATIVE DESIGN

Krissy Roblbs

Owner

FORGIA MAE”
o

-, Boris Seymore
o Executive Chef
' & owner

lesha \X/ood
CEO & Founder
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Destynee

Turner-Fields
DO
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Fix My Flyer LLC is a veteran owned business that offers innovative marketing
solutions tailored to business owners' unique needs—without the full-time
commitment or high costs. Founder and CEO Krissy Robbs recognized the need
for customized, flexible marketing plans and launched Fix My Flyer to provide
just that. We meet with each client, create one-of-a-kind designs, and deliver
them conveniently through our portal. At Fix My Flyer, youre not just a
client—you're a part of the family, receiving top-tier marketing support at
every step. Let us help you elevate your brand today!

Georgia Mae’s is a premier soul food restaurant located in West Palm Beach,
Florida, offering a fresh take on traditional Southern cuisine. Known for its
signature New Soul Bowl concept, Georgia Mae’s delivers high-quality, flavorful
dishes like turkey wings, fried chicken, oxtails, and catfish, designed to satisfy
and inspire. With a focus on excellent service and authentic Southern hospitality,
Georgia Mae’s has quickly become a local favorite since opening in 2023.
Catering to both casual diners and special events, the restaurantis  dedicated
to providing amemorable dining experience that blends tradition with
innovation.

We're No Different Home Care, founded by Niesha Wood, was inspired by her
personal experiences with her brother’s intellectual disability. More than a
home care provider, the agency addresses the holistic needs of individuals
with disabilities, including Cerebral Palsy, Autism, and Intellectual
Developmental Disorders. Offering services such as personal care assistance
(PCA), respite, homemaker, and companion care, We're No Different provides
compassionate, personalized support. Guided by the belief that “We're No
Different” than anyone else, the agency promotes inclusion, dignity, and
equality as a trusted Medicaid provider and partner with the Agency for
Persons with Disabilities."

The Optical Experience is a concierge-style optical shop dedicated to
transforming how clients experience vision care. With a curated selection of
designer frames—ifrom Gucci to our signature private label—we cater to
every style while providing comprehensive eye exams and personalized
fittings to ensure the perfect fit. Qur commitment to convenience is reflected
in same-day repairs, in-home fittings, and mobile services that bring the
experience directly to our clients. We focus on more than just clear vision; we
aim to make every visit extraordinary. Discover eyewear like never before and
‘See the Difference, Feel the Vibe' at The Optical Experience.



BBICY

Black Business Investment Corporation RN

At BBIC, we are dedicated to empowering small businesses,
and this year, we’re thrilled to celebrate our incredible
clients who received nominations at the

ASCENSION AWARDS.

These outstanding entrepreneurs have
demonstrated resilience, innovation, and 5 e

a commitment to our community. Their ' .

success is a testament to the power of K_nssv Robbs
small businesses in driving economic Fix My Flyer
growth and creating opportunities.

HELP US WISH THEM
GOOD LUCK

__ Destynee Turner
2# The Optical Experience

Boris Seymore
Georgia Mae’s

We are proud to support small businesses
with access to capital, technical assistance,
and the resources they need to thrive. Your
success is our mission!

Gregory Dillard
Grapeseeker Video @:ism@  £onMoremrorMaTon
& Graphics o 't',‘!:f."[_c;. 380 Columbia Drive, Suite 100

‘::‘ :?; !’f: ?:i:.; West Palm Beach, FL 33409

"""‘:3-‘*?? 5 (561-845-8055

(@) =aiy: © INFO@PBCBBIC.BIZ
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@ANCE OUTSIDE THE BOX IS YOUR PREMIER LUXURY EVENT
PLANNING COMPANY. SPECIALIZING IN CREATING UNFORGE ITTABLE EXO

PERIENCES. WHILE WE ARE KNOWN FOR CRAFTING BREATHTAKING
PROPOSALS. INTIMATE DATE NIGHTS, AND ELEGANT ANNIVERSARIES,
OUR EXPERTISE EXTENDS FAR BEYOND ROMANCE
IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE..

AT ROMANCE OUTSIDE THE BOX, WE BELIEVE ROMANCE ISN'T JUST
ABOUT LOVE—IT’S ABOUT ROMANTICIZING YOUR LIFE. \WHETHER
YOU'RE CELEBRATING A MILESTONE. HONORING A LEGACY. OR ELEVATO
ING AN EVERYDAY MOMENT INTO SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY. WE
BRING CREATIVITY, ELEGANCE, AND METICULOUS AITENTION TO DETAIL
TO EVERY EVENT. [ET US TAKE YOUR VISION AND ELEVATE IT INTO A
SEAMLESSLY CURATED LUXURY EXPERIENCE
THAT LEAVES A LASTING IMPRESSION.

' romanceoutsidethebox
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DISTINGUISHED
BLACK BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

Grapeseeker is a dynamic multimedia production company specializing in
" high-quality video content, graphic design, and digital marketing solutions.
-g % Based in a creative hub, Grapeseeker stands out for its commitment to
storytelling, innovation, and visual artistry, helping brands convey their

GREG

messages effectively and engagingly.
DILLARD

CARS. Gr Accident Referral Services is an Attorney & Medical Referral
INJURED? Service through the entire state of Florida. We help Clients that are injured in
oy, \ car accidents, slip & fall, & workers’ comp, Uber, Lyft, Motorcycle, Pedestrian,
V- Cruise, Bicycle, etc. . ... We cover the entire State of Florida
We are with the Clients from the start of their Injury claim to the end when
they get their Settlement Check. We make sure everyone negotiates or writes
off their bills. The client has to walk away with most money not the attorney or
the doctor..

Samantha At CARS we sh l h ' Ily is and th
- t we show our clients what customer service really is and that we are a
Ra mnarine 24/7 business and our clients can call us anytime any day. It does not matter.
CEO/Owner We will be there for them. At CARS it is always about the client.

We are all about the clients. Qur motto is let our family help your family.

M.D. Home Health, LLC, established in 2005, exemplifies excellence in
business operations and growth, serving as a cornerstone in Palm Beach
. County’s healthcare and economic landscape. Our mission is to empower

clients to excel in their own spaces by delivering personalized, affordable care

Home Health,LLC - . B : : 5

: in close collaboration with healthcare providers and community allies.

Ma o Through continuous service expansion and innovative care solutions, we have

. k contributed significantly to the local economy, creating meaningful jobs and

Dickerson enhancing community well-being. Our unwavering commitment to trust,
g y g g

CEO reliability, and community involvement has made a lasting, positive impact on

Palm Beach County’s development and growth. *
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At Sophisticated Out Loud, our mission is to help
ambitious professionals in Palm Beach County and
beyond build influential brands and achieve their business
goals. We provide expert guidance on leveraging social
media, marketing, video, and print advertising to stand out
from the competition.

Through exclusive quarterly events at premier Palm Beach
County venues, we connect our members with high-value
opportunities and accelerate their success by fostering a robust

network of like-minded professionals.

(=] R ]
SCAN QR CODE 7| CHECKOUTOUR
FOR MORE INFO o LATEST EVENTS

224 sophisticatedoutloud@gmail.com
@ sophisticatedoutloud.com
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DICKY SYKES SOCIAL JUSTICE
ADVOCATE OF THE YEAR

Presented to an individual who actively works to empower
the communities through one or more of the four principles
of social justice: Equity, Access, Participation & Rights.

Jeanette _a

Debra L.
Robmson M. D
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Dicky Sykes was an enthusiastic community leader, advocate,
and mentor. Throughout her career, she worked tirelessly to
promote equity as the core principle in business practices. Her
goal was to enable minority and women owned businesses to
get a larger piece of the pie. Dicky had a simple philosophy,
“Engage and involve all stakeholders, including corporate
America and local government, use innovation, creativity and
technology to make supplier diversity fun and create value
propositions for all parties.”

Dicky moved to West Palm Beach in 2017 to begin work with
the School District of Palm Beach County as Director of the
Office of Diversity in Business Practices. Weeks after her arriv-
al, she was diagnosed with stage 3 ovarian cancer. Dicky
joined the Black Chamber in 2017. She was a major player in
empowering members by providing access to opportunities
to help them grow their businesses. While in the personal
battle of her life, she continued to make strides for equity and
inclusion in the District and the Chamber. Dicky succumbed to
her illness on September 3, 2022, however her legacy and
impact will endure.

s 1 L
SOPHISTICATED OUT LOUD
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Congratulations to the Black Chamber
of Commerce of Palm Beach County
on the 13" Annual Ascension Awards

and congratulations to all award
winners for your excellence in
business and leadership.

Committed to Your Fight:  _ -
Personal Injury Wy
Medical Malpractice /" s J

Phyllis M. Gillespie, Esquire |

772-238-6388
www.gillespielawfirm.net

Licensed to practice law in Florida, Tennessee, the Western District of TN, and the U.S. Supreme Court
5. o T

GILLESPIE

LAW FIRM
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ALICIA ODEWALE —
BLACK WALL STREET

STORIES OF RESILIENCE

February 26 - Persson Hall
Tickets start at $25

ugust W:lsons

THE ACTING

COMPANY

Tickets start at $45

ADULTS AT LEISURE

{‘ NEW ORLEANS
fe& ' SONGBOOK

\JALL R LINGOLN GENTER

FRODUCTION

March 18 - Dreyfoos Hall
Tickets start at $25

For tickets, visit kravis.org « Group sales: 561.651.4438

PEAK performances made possible by a grant from the
MLDauray Arts Initiative in honor of Leonard and Sophie Davis

&Q. =N
KDAV'S iﬁggﬁﬁéﬁi w@@ij@'gm @ C ARTS 8 CULTURE

CE NTE P All programs, artists, dates, prices and seating are subject to change.




MY TEACHER
MY HERO
AWARDS GALA

featuring

DAYMOND JOHN

from the hit television series “SHARK TANK”

TICKET $250

FOR MORE INFORMATION MS. DAVIS WILLIAMS 841 4447
5:40 PM SPONSORS’ RECEPTION - 6:00 PM DOORS OPEN
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ONE ON ONE
PHYSICAL THERAPY

We are an outpatient, manual therapy based, physical
therapy clinic providing skilled one-on-one evaluations

and treatments. Utilize our clean, state-of-the-art
equipment and private treatment rooms as we treat
low back, knee, shoulder hip, ankle and other injuries.
Call 561-249-0053 to schedule your evaluation today!

.

S

OUR SERVICES CONTACT US
+ BUILDING SERVICES * SUBSTATIONS AND P&C 4401 BEACON CIRCLE © (561)471-4020 @
* DISTRIBUTION SERVICES ® SYSTEM PLANNING & STUDIES WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33407 ECFCONSULTANTS.COM @
& TRANSMISSION LINES & CONTRACT & CONSTRUCTION

MANAGEMENT




CALLING C-SUITE EXECUTIVES, LEADERS,
AND ENTREPRENEURS

JOIN THE

VIRTUAL INTENSIVE

SCAN ME

The premier training event for entrepreneurs,
leaders, and c-suite executives who want to leverage
their personal stories to grow their influence and
make more income.

LEARN MORE AND APPLY AT
www.MasterStorytellerAcademy.com



Meet Your Host

ANDY
HENRIQUEZ

My name is Andy Henriquez. I'm the founder of
Master Storyteller Academy, the #1training event
for entrepreneurs, speakers and coaches who
want to craft a meaningful, magnetic story that
irresistibly attracts new clients and new
opportunities like nothing else can.

I've spent over adecade training leaders in
top organizations, including NASA, Office
Depot, Bacardi, Google and Southern
Glazers on how to use stories to make more
impact and more income.

My own dynamic signature story has been
featured on Goalcast with over 7.4 million
views.

And now, I'm teaching the exact same
framework that I've used to become a
sought-after, in-demand speaker and
consultant, to anyone who wants to learn
how to leverage their story to grow their
influence and make more sales.

PAST CLIENTS
BAgRDI @ gg{’ig% accen'?ure GO gle



BRIL I%NTLY
1865

& PNCBANK

Brilliantly Boring since 1865 is a service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.
©2025 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All  rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC.




THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF
PALM BEACH COUNTY

| Needs Youw!

Transportation Food Services Maintenance & Plant Operations

e Full-time & part-time opportunities e Competitive starting salaries

e Retirement packages e Health insurance
e Generous paid time off e Work-life balance
APPLY TODAY!
Opta0
@ Apply today at Palmbeachschools.org/Careers i -
or scan QR Code to learn more. =

Certify your small business with

The Office of Diversity in Business Practices

e Construction e Goods and Services

¢ Receive top consideration on projects to fulfill * Receive up to 10 additional points

the Prime Contractor's SBE goal. on proposal evaluations on a scale.
¢ Receive assistance with payment issues. * Receive a 5% bid price preference.
¢ Receive up to 20 additional points on

proposal evaluations. (SBE Prime ONLY)
Stay informed on

° Contact our Certification Analyst today for more information: ODBP training,
Timothy Kimball 561-681-2418 or sHilda el
timothy.kimball@palmbeachschools.org join our email list
@ Visit our website now to start your certification process: N
https://palmbeachschools.diversitycompliance.com E | ; #qf@l-
The School District of Palm Beach County f# ﬁ :ﬁ
Your BEST Choice! A,
H (]




[5 Gunster

The attorneys of Gunster join
the Black Chamber of
Commerce of the Palm Beaches
in celebrating excellence in
business.

Congratulations to all '

of the outstanding
2025 Ascension Awards honorees

For more information, contact Nalani Gordon or Joe Santoro.

gunster.com | 561.655.1980



Let’s make
philanthropy
easier to
understand.

Easier to
support your
local
community.

Easier to give
money to the
organizations
closest to your
heart.
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REQUIREMENTS:

Must be a for-profit business

Minority and women business enterprises
must be 51% minority or women owned

Must be domiciled in Palm Beach County
Independently owned and operated

PRIMARY SERVICES:

Certification Training
Outreach Referrals
Compliance Technical Assistance

Palm Beach County
Board of County Commissioners

Maria Sachs, Mayor, Maria G. Marino, Vice Mayor

Sara Baxter, Mack Bernard

County Administrator Verdenia C. Baker

Gregg K. Weiss, Michael A. Barnett, Marci Woodward,

Scan QR Code
with your smartphone
or mobile device

2/ OEBO

OFFICEOF EQUAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

SmaLL Business 1s BIG Business



DAISY CUSTOM EVENTS

WE CELEBRATE EXCELLENCE
& JCONIC MOMENTS!

l"‘

Your Vision. Our Expertise. g%
A Celebration To Remember. g

Daisy Custom Events is an Event decorating
company and florist based out of Wellington
Florida .
Specializing in :

« Weddings

« Birthday Parties

« Baby Showers

« Corporate Events

« Grand Openings
+ And More

&Waﬂaﬁn&

TO ALL OF THE
ASCENSION AWARDS
NOMINEES
& RECIPIENTS

Call for a Quote Today

561-797-7499
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13th Annual Ascension Awards Program Dinner

2024 Ascension Award Recipients

Emerging Black Business of the Year Dynamic Duo PT
Dr. Angela Mason
Dr. Tyre Patterson

Distinguished Black Business of the Year Zeus Consulting Services
Melanie & Etzar Roger | Nonprofit/Public Sector

Organization of the Year
The Pink Queen Foundation | Tenecia Sproull, Founder/CEO

Young Professional of the Year
Sheila Tyson | City of Boynton Beach

Dicky Sykes Social Justice Advocate of the Year
Alexia Cox | Palm Beach County State Attorney

President’s Award
The Palm Beach Post

2023 Ascension Award Recipients

Emerging Black Business of the Year
Roundtree Training & Consulting | Dr. Deeawn Roundtree, CEO

Distinguished Black Business Mane Life Studios
Keshia Patrick, Founder

Nonprofit/Public Sector Organization of the Year
Path to College | Christine Sylvain, ED

Young Professional of the Year
Brittani Millington | BM Designs

Social Justice Advocate
Leontyne Brown | Pretty Girls Vote

Dicky Sykes Luminary Award
Mack Bernard | Commissioner, Palm Beach County, Dist. 7

President’s Award
Marlon White | Retired, PBC Black Business Investment Corp.

s 1 L
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2022 Ascension Award Recipients

Emerging Black Business of the Year
Blue Mountain Coffee House | Allison Boettcher, Founder

Distinguished Black Business of the Year
Camille’s Flowers & Gifts

Nonprofit/Public Sector Organization
Zeta Phil Beta Sorority, Inc. | Delta Epsilon Chapter

Young Professional of the Year
Dr. Shanteria Dixon | St. Mary’s Medical Center

Social Justice Advocate of the Year
Soulan Johnson | Urban League of Palm Beac

Corporation of the Year Valley Bank
Chairman’s Award Keely Gideon-Taylor

2020 Ascension Award Recipients

Emerging Black Business of the Year
BDS Catering & Productions | Boris Seymore, Owner

Nonprofit/Public Sector Organization of the Year
Office of Diversity in Business Practices | School District of Palm Beach County

Young Professional of the Year
Courtney McKenzie Newel | Crowned Marketing & Communications

Community Advocate of the Year
Laurel Dalton | T. Leroy Jefferson Medical Society

Corporation of the Year
Trustbridge Hospice

Chairman’s Award
Bruce Lewis

s 1 L
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2018 Ascension Award Recipients

Distinguished Black Business of the Year
Cityside Suites | Darren Studstill, Director of Operations

Nonprofit of the Year
GBDC Entrepreneurship Institute | Annette Gray, Founder

Young Professional of the Year
Aquannette Thomas | Seacoast Bank

Community Advocate of the Year
Dan Calloway | Community Leader

Corporation of the Year
Comcast

2017 Ascension Award Recipients

Emerging Black Business of the Year
Andre Gourmet Sauce Company | Andre Lewis, Founder

Distinguished Black Business of the Year
D. Stephenson Construction | Joseph Sanches, President

Nonprofit of the Year
The Glades Initiative | Karis Engle, President/CEO

Young Professional of the Year
Dr. Adam Ramsey | Iconic Eye Care

Corporation of the Year
Florida Power & Light

Chairman’s Award
S. Bruce McDonald

s 1 L
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2016 Ascension Award Recipients

Small Business of the Year
Trindy Gourmet Café’ | Trinnette Morrison, Owner

Large Business of the Year
Chandler Campbelle & Daschle, LLC | Darrell Searcy, Founder/President

Nonprofit of the Year
Sickle Cell Foundation of Palm Beach County & Treasure Coast
Shalonda Warren, Chief Executive Officer

Business Legend
DeNeal Cunningham | Dee’s Florist & Design

Zenith
Wayne Barton, Founder | The Wayne Barton Study Center

Chairman’s Award
West Palm Beach PD Crisis Hostage Negotiation Unit

2015 Ascension Award Recipients

Small Business of the Year
Jackson’s Daycare Center | Mary Jackson, Owner

Nonprofit of the Year National
Coalition of 100 Black Women

West Palm Beach Chapter
Denise Albritton, President

Business Legend
Michael D. Brown, Esq. | Brown & Associates, PA.

Zenith
Anthony Brown | Brown & Phillips, Inc.

Chairman’s Award
Verdenia Bake

s 1 L
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2013 Ascension Award Recipients

Small Business of the Year
Law Office of Bryan Boysaw & Associates, PA. | Bryan Boysaw, Managing Partner

Large Business of the Year
Best Protective Services | Robert Best, Founder

Nonprofit of the Year
Martin Luther King, Jr. Coordinating Committee | Edith C. Bush, Executive Director

Emerging Leader
James Taylor | Taylored Athletes, Inc.

Zenith
Derrick Berry | Buccaneer Mortgage-The Good Pirates

2011 Ascension Award Recipients

Executive of the Year
Dr. Dennis Gallon | Palm Beach State College

Small Business of the Year
State Farm Insurance, Lake Park | Juan Williams, Agent

Large Business of the Year
Shuler's Memorial Chapel | Dr. Barbara Carey-Shuler, CEO

Nonprofit of the Year
Hospice of Palm Beach County | David Fielding, CEO

Business Legend
F. Malcolm Cunningham | Cunningham Law Firm

Zenith
Tarra Pressey | Tarra Enterprises, Inc.

s 1 L
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2010 Ascension Award Recipients

Executive of the Year
John Howard | PBC Black Business Investment Corp.

Small Business of the Year
Emerge Consulting | Tammy Thomas-Anthony, President

Nonprofit of the Year
Spady Cultural Heritage Museum
Daisy Fulton, Executive Director (Executive Director at time of award)

Zenith
Bevins Bennett | Bentron Photography

2009 Ascension Awards Recipients

Executive of the Year
Tony Newbold | KCK Consulting Group (FPL at time of award)

Small Business of the Year
Richard Ryles Law Firm

Large Business of the Year
McDonald’s Restaurant | Ricky Wade, Franchisee

Nonprofit of the Year
Paragon Foundation of Palm Beach County | Pam Morrison, President

Executive of the Year
Catherine Lowe, MD | Ophthalmology

Zenith
John Elliott | All Phase, Inc.
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CELEBRATE

BLACK HISTORY M@®@NTH

[ &
Wiom, LIVE

LICIA ODEWALE —
LACK WALL STREET

STORIES OF RESILIENCE

February 26
Persson Hall
Tickets start at $25

February 28
Dreyfoos Hall
Tickets start at $25

The next generation of théj_;
Clark Sisters Gospel Family

A Kravis Center Community Outreach Event : : 2
Sponsored by Mr. Ronnie A. & Dr. Sandra B. Nichols 'ﬂ,' X

For tickets, visit kravis.org
Group sales: 561.651.4438

Guests attending PEAK performances in the Rinker Playhouse and Persson

Hall will receive one complimentary beverage with every ticket purchased
(underage guests will be offered a non-alcoholic selection). E !EH E
ety B =
|
q
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CENTER All programs, artists, dates, prices and seating are subject to change. E =1



PROUD SPONSORS OF THE
13TH ANNUAL ASCENSION AWARDS

NEED MARKETING?

WE GOT IT IN THE BAG!

CELEBRATING THE COMMUNITY AND
CULTURE FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS.

l* | HUBBARD

B SOUTH FLORIDA



Get affordable
high-speed

internet at home

Choose the speed that's
right for you

|nte n et Getting started is easy, with no credit
esse n't|q IS check and no term contract.

Internet Essentials:

Internet Essentials from Xfinity $ 95

offers qualifying households ol

high-speed home internet e

for a low monthly price. You Work from home, learn online, make video calls

. and telehealth visits, and more

can get fast, reliable speeds

up to 75 Mbps with Internet

Essentials or up to 100 Mbps with

Internet Essentials Plus, with no $ 95

cancellation fees and equipment Per
ont

included at no additional cost.

Internet Essentials Plus:

Work from home, learn online, stream movies
and shows, and more - all at the same time

Apply today if you participate
in programs like SNAP/EBT,
Medicaid, or the National
School Lunch Program. For
more eligibility information,
visit xfinity.com/getlE.

Apply now

O Go to xfinity.com/getIE
& Call1-844-963-0231

© Visit an Xfinity store

[ Scanthe code with
your phone’s camera
Standard data charges apply.

xfinity

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to Internet Essentials (“IE") residential customers 18 years of age or older meeting certain
eligibility criteria. Pricing effective on or before 1/1/25. If a customer is determined to be no longer eligible for the |E program, regular rates will
apply to the selected internet service. Subject to Internet Essentials program terms and conditions. Professional installation extra. Advertised
price applies to a single outlet. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement.
©2025 Comcast. All rights reserved.



